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I N D I A N A  C R I M I N A L   

J U S T I C E  I N S T I T U T E  

 

INDIANA’S CURRENT GDL LAW4 
 

An individual is eligible to obtain a learner’s 

permit at the age of 15 years with Driver’s 

Education, and 16 years without Driver’s Edu-

cation. 

To obtain a probationary license, a driver’s 

age must be at least 16 years, 1 month with 

Driver’s Education, or 16 years, 6 months 

without Driver’s Education AND held a 

learner’s permit for at least two months. 

During the probationary period, driver’s are 

subjected to the following restrictions: 

-Curfew hours between the hours of 11p.m. 

until 5a.m., Sunday through Thursday, and 

1a.m. until 5a.m. on Friday and Saturday, 

with exceptions for school, work, and church

-related functions. 

-No passengers for the first three (3) months 

unless there is another licensed driver at 

least 21 years of age in the passenger seat.  

Additionally, there can be no more passen-

gers than the number of seatbelts. 

A driver is eligible to receive an unrestricted 

license at the age of 18. 
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WHY IS GDL IMPORTANT? 
 

In Indiana, 10,775 drivers ages 16-20 were in-

volved in a collision during 20072.  Although 16-

20 year olds only account for 5.7% of Indiana’s 

licensed drivers, this age group accounted for 

12.3% of all fatal crashes in 20072.  GDL laws al-

low drivers to acquire more experience and in-

troduces them in stages to more complex driving 

situations. 

Learning wrong lasts a lifetime.  

Learning right does too!  

Your teen's safety depends on YOU! 

PARENT TIPS FOR BEING A GOOD 

ROLE MODEL FOR THE ROAD 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

Indiana Criminal Justice Institute: 

http://www.in.gov/cji 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration:  

http://www.nhtsa.gov 

Governor’s Highway Safety Association: 

http://www.naghsr.org/ 

National Teen Driver Safety Week-October 19-25, 

2008:  http://www.ridelikeafriend.com 

AAA Insurance: http://www.aaapublicaffairs.com 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention-Injury 

Center for Teen Drivers:  

http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/duip/teen_drivers.htm 

Safe Kids Worldwide: http://www.safekids.org 

1. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
2. Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information 
Exchange System, Data current as of Sept. 2008. 
3. The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 
http://www.ridelikeafriend.com/organizer/ 
4. IC 9-24-3-2.  GDL information current as of October 2008 

Version: October 23, 2008 



Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for 

teens.  Nationwide, more than 5,000 teens ages 16-20 

are killed in passenger vehicle collisions each year1.  In 

Indiana, there were 153 young drivers involved in fatal 

collisions during 20072. 

Whether your teen just received their license or they 

have had it awhile, it is important to remind them 

about being a responsible driver.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a parent, you should: 

Be familiar with Indiana’s driving laws.   

Set a good example while you are driving or riding 

with your teen.  

Avoid eating, talking on your cell phone, or playing 

with the radio while driving.   

Take time and supervise your teen while they are 

driving.   

Expose your teen to different driving conditions 

such as wet roads, snow, and highways. 

Choose your teen’s vehicle for safety, not image.   

 
REMEMBER:  

MOST OF WHAT TEENS LEARN  

STARTS AT HOME. 

T I P S  T O  B E  A  B E T T E R  R O A D  M O D E L  

Decide what rules work best for your family and stick 
to them.  Some driving rules that promote safety for 

your teen may include: 

 

Limit nighttime driving. 

Set specific curfew times. 

Ask your teen to call you when they arrive at 

their destination. 

Prohibit cell phone use or texting while driving, 
NO EXCEPTIONS.  If an emergency exists, teach 

your teen to pull over and call. 

Pay for their own tickets. 

Do not allow others to drive the car. 

Limit number of passengers, especially within the 

first six months of driving.   

Enforce severe, long-term consequences for driv-

ing under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs. 

 

 

REMEMBER:  
YOUR RULES NOW MAY SAVE  

YOUR TEEN’S LIFE LATER! 

R I S K  F A C T O R S  
Risk factors for teen collisions include: 

Inattentiveness 

Excessive speed 

Not checking traffic before pulling out 

Driving with other teen passengers 

One of the greatest risk factors for a teen driver is the 

number of passengers in the vehicle.  With the presence 

of just one passenger, teens are twice as likely to be 

involved in a fatal crash.   

With three of more passengers, teens are four to 

five times more likely to be in a FATAL crash3. 

Teen drivers and passengers are also less likely than any 

other age group to wear their seatbelts.  In Indiana, of 

drivers ages 16 to 20 killed in 2007, only 36.7% were 

known to be restrained2.  Seatbelts are proven to in-

crease your chances of surviving a crash by more than 

60%.  Encourage your teen to wear their seatbelt.  It 

can save their life! 

Indiana Fatal Collisions by Age  with 

Passengers Pre sent  (2007)
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BE A ROAD MODEL—BUCKLE UP! 

SET THE RULES AND LIVE BY THEM. 

Indiana Traffic Safety Facts, Drivers 2007. Center for Criminal Justice Research 


